PATENT 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-47 are pending in this application. Claims 12-19, 38-41 and 43-47 are 
withdrawn fix)m consideration. Claims 1-11, 20-37 and 42 are rejected. Claims 1, 1 1, 20, 27, 30 
and 37 are amended hereby. 

Responsive to the rejection of claims 30-37 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. 
Applicants have amended claim 30, keeping in mind the comments of the Examiner, and submit 
that claims 30-37 are now in allowable form. 

Responsive to the rejection of claims 1-3, 6-10, 20-26, 28 and 29 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 2,765,796 (Guenther), Applicants have amended 
claims 1 and 20, and submit that claims 1-3, 6-10, 20-26, 28 and 29 are now in condition for 
allowance. 

Guenther '796 discloses a hair cutting apparatus (Figs. 1-3) which includes base unit 1 and 
tubular element 2 secured to base unit 1 to extend vertically therefrom (column 2, lines 37-40). A 
coil spring 3 is seated within the tubular element 3 and serves to resiliently support a long pole- 
Uke element 4 nested in tube 2 (column 2, lines 40-43). Pole 4 has the upper portion thereof of 
decreased diameter to provide an abutment 6 on which seats a split collar clamping unit 7 
releasably clamped to pole 4 by a connecting screw 8 (column 2, lines 40-43). Seated in each 
sleeve 12 is a rod 13 which extends horizontally therefrom (column 2, lines 56-57). Mounted for 
sliding movement longitudinally on rods 13 is adaptor assembly B (column 2, lines 61-62). 

In contrast, claim 1 , as amended, recites in part: 
an elongate member; 

a support arm including a band and a cantilever arm . . . 

a support arm biasing el ement located at least partiallv within said support arm and 
providing a fiictional holding forc e between said support arm and said elong ate 
member, said support arm biasing element including a first end which one of 
directlv contacts said elongate member and indirectlv contacts said elong ate 
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member, said support ami biasing element including a second end totally enclosed 
.within said support ami . 

(Emphasis added.) Applicants submit that such an invention is neither taught, disclosed nor 

suggested by Guenther *796, or any of the other cited references, alone or in combination, and has 

distinct advantages thereover. 

In further contrast, claim 20, as amended, recites in part: 

an elongate member . . . 

a support arm including a band and a cantilever arm . . . 

a support arm biasin g element located at least partiallv within said support arm and 
providing a fricti onal holding force between said support arm and said elongate 
member, said support arm biasing element including a first end which one of 
directlv contacts said elongate member and indirectlv contacts said elongate 
member, said support arm biasing element including a second end totallv enclosed 
within said support arm . 

(Emphasis added.) Applicants submit that such an invention is neither taught, disclosed nor 
suggested by Guenther '796, or any of the other cited references, alone or in combination, and has 
distinct advantages thereover. 

Guenther *796 discloses a split collar clamping unit releasably clamped to a pole by a 
connecting screw which requires a two handed operation, one hand to hold and position adaptor 
assembly B and another hand to actuate connecting screw 8, and multiple motions to adjust the 
apparatus, either rotationally or longitudinally. In contrast, the present invention can be 
positioned and locked in place singlehandedly and with a single motion due to the novel support 
arm biasing element as claimed. Specifically, with the present invention, releasing and 
repositioning the support arm on the elongate element automatically actuates the biasing element 
of the present invention. Guenther '796 fails to disclose or suggest a support arm biasing element 
providing a fiictional holding force bet ween the support arm and the elongate member , the 
support arm biasing element including a first end which one of directlv contacts the elongate 
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member and indirectlv contacts the elongate member, and a second end totally enclosed within the 
su pport arm . 

A further advantage is the electronic device siq>port of the present invention is easily 
moved out of the way when not in use. 

For all of the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit that claims 1 and 20, and claims 2, 3, 
6-10, 21-26, 28 and 29 depending therefrom, are now in condition for allowance, which is hereby 
respectfully requested. 

Responsive to the rejection of claims 1 and 3-5 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,284,260 (Caligiuri, Sr.), AppUcants have amended claim 1 , and 
submit that claims 1 and 3-5 are now in condition for allowance. The amendment to claim 1 
described above distinguishes claim 1, and any dependent claim including claims 3-5, from the 
cited prior art including Caligiuri, Sr. '260. For all of the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit 
that claim 1, and claims 3-5 depending therefrom, are now in condition for allowance, which is 
hereby respectfully requested. 

Responsive to the rejection of claims 1, 1 1, 20 and 27 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 1,188,951 (Ucerda), Applicants have amended claims 1 and 20, 
and submit that claims 1, 1 1, 20 and 27 are now in condition for allowance. The amendment to 
claims 1 and 20 described above distinguishes claims 1 and 20, and any dependent claim 
including claims 1 1 and 27, from the cited prior art including Lacerda '951. For all of the 
foregoing reasons. Applicants submit that claims 1 and 20, and claims 11 and 27 depending 
thwefrom, are now in condition for allowance, which is hereby respectfully requested. 
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Responsive to the rejection of claims 30, 31 and 42 imder 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3,533,583 (Azim), Applicants have amended claim 30, and submit 
that claims 30, 3 1 and 42 are now in condition for allowance. 

Azim '583 discloses a mechanism provided to releasably lock or fix support arm 28, 
where such releasable lock mechanism includes a threaded aperture 32 in one side of sleeve 30 
and a plunger 34 with handle 38 in threaded engagement with threaded aperture 32 (column 4, 
lines 1-9). 

In contrast, claim 30, as amended, recites in part: 

an elongate member . . . 
a support arm . . . 

a support arm biasing element located at least nartiallv within said support arm and 
providing a fiictional holding force between said support arm and said elongate 
member, said support arm biasing element including a first end which one of 
directly contacts said elongate member and indirectlv contacts said elongate 
member, said supp ort arm biasing element including a second end totallv enclosed 
within said support arm: 

(Emphasis added.) Applicants submit that such an invention is neither taught, disclosed nor 
suggested by Azim '583, or any of the other cited references, alone or in combination, and has 
distinct advantages thereover. 

Azim *583 discloses a mechanism provided to releasably lock or fix a support arm, where 
such releasable lock mechanism includes a plunger with a handle which must be rotated in order 
to tighten the plunger and thereby lock the support aim. Azim *583 requires a two handed 
operation, one hand to hold and position the support arm and another hand to actuate the plunger, 
and multiple motions to adjust Ihe support arm, either rotationally or longitudinally. In contrast, 
the present invention can be positioned and locked in place singlehandedly and with a single 
motion due to the novel support arm biasing element as claimed. Specifically, with the present 
invention, releasing and repositioning the support arm on the elongate element automatically 
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actuates the biasing element of the present invention. Azim '583 fails to disclose or suggest a 
support arm biasing element providing a jSictional holding force between the support arm and the 
elongate member, the support arm biasing element including a first end which one of directlv 
contacts the elongate member and indirectlv contacts the elongate member, and a second end 
totallv enclosed wifliin the support arm . 

A fijrther advantage is the electronic device support of the present invention is easily 
moved out of the way when not in use. 

For all of the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit that claim 30, and claims 31 and 42 
depending therefi-om, are now in condition for allowance, which is hereby respectfully requested. 

Responsive to the rejection of claims 32-36 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious by 
U.S. Patent No. 3,533,583 (Azim) as applied to claim 30, and in view of U.S. Patent No. 
2,765,796 (Guenther), Applicants have amended claim 30, and submit that claims 32-36 are now 
in condition for allowance. The amendment to claim 30 described above distinguishes claim 30, 
and any dependent claim including claims 32-36, firom the cited prior art including Azim '583 and 
Guenther '796. For all of the foregoing reasons. Applicants submit that claim 30, and claims 32- 
36 depending therefiwm, are now in condition for allowance, which is hereby respectfully 
requested. 

Responsive to the rejection of claim 37 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious by U.S. 
Patent No. 3,533,583 (Azim) as applied to claim 30, and in view of U.S. Patent No. 1,188,951 
(Lacerda), Applicants have amended claim 30, and submit that claim 37 is now in condition for 
allowance. The amendment to claim 30 described above distinguishes claim 30, and any 
dependent claim including claim 37, fi-om the cited prior art including Azim '583 and Lacerda 
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*951. For all of the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit that claim 30, and claim 37 depending 
therefrom, are now in condition for allowance, which is hereby respectfully requested. 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit that the pending claims are definite and do 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicants regard as the 
invention. Moreover, Applicants submit that no combination of the cited references teaches, 
discloses or suggests the subject matter of the amended claims. The pending claims are therefore 
in condition for allowance, and Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of all rejections and 
allowance of the claims. 

In the event Applicants have overlooked the need for an extension of time, an additional 
extension of time, paymait of fee, or additional payment of fee. Applicants hereby conditionally 
petition therefor and authorizes tiiat any charges be made to Deposit Account No. 20-0095, 
TAYLOR &AUST, P.C. 
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Should any question concerning any of the foregoing arise, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned at (260) 897-3400. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SDH/mb 

TAYLOR «&AUST,P.C. 
142 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 560 
Avilla, IN 46710 
Telephone: 260-897-3400 
Facsimile: 260-897-9300 

Enc: Return postcard 



Stephen D. Horchem 
Registration No. 53,035 

A gent for Applicant 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: MS 
Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
223 13-1450, on: Fd)niary28.2005 . 

Stephen D. Horchem, Reg. No. 53,035 

Name of Registered Representative 

Signature 
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